
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-

bin/waisgate?WAISdocID=83845525200+0+0+0&WAISaction=retrieve 

 

 

CALIFORNIA CODES 

HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE 

SECTION 

 
17958.  Except as provided in Sections 17958.8 and 17958.9, any city 

or county may make changes in the provisions adopted pursuant to 

Section 17922 and published in the California Building Standards Code 

or the other regulations thereafter adopted pursuant to Section 

17922 to amend, add, or repeal ordinances or regulations which impose 

the same requirements as are contained in the provisions adopted 

pursuant to Section 17922 and published in the California Building 

Standards Code or the other regulations adopted pursuant to Section 

17922 or make changes or modifications in those requirements upon 

express findings pursuant to Sections 17958.5 and 17958.7. If any 

city or county does not amend, add, or repeal ordinances or 

regulations to impose those requirements or make changes or 

modifications in those requirements upon express findings, the 

provisions published in the California Building Standards Code or the 

other regulations promulgated pursuant to Section 17922 shall be 

applicable to it and shall become effective 180 days after 

publication by the California Building Standards Commission. 

Amendments, additions, and deletions to the California Building 

Standards Code adopted by a city or county pursuant to Section 

17958.7, together with all applicable portions of the California 

Building Standards Code, shall become effective 180 days after 

publication of the California Building Standards Code by the 

California Building Standards Commission. 

 

 

 

17958.1.  Notwithstanding Sections 17922, 17958, and 17958.5, a city 

or county may, by ordinance, permit efficiency units for occupancy 

by no more than two persons which have a minimum floor area of 150 

square feet and which may also have partial kitchen or bathroom 

facilities, as specified by the ordinance. In all other respects, 

these efficiency units shall conform to minimum standards for those 

occupancies otherwise made applicable pursuant to this part. 

   "Efficiency unit," as used in this section, has the same meaning 

specified in the Uniform Building Code of the International 

Conference of Building Officials, as incorporated by reference in 

Chapter 2-12 of Part 2 of Title 24 of the California Code of 

Regulations. 

 

 

 

17958.2.  (a) Notwithstanding Section 17958, regulations of the 

department adopted for limited-density owner-built rural dwellings, 

which are codified in Article 8 (commencing with Section 74) of 

Subchapter 1 of Chapter 1 of Title 25 of the California Code of 

Regulations, shall not become operative within any city or county 

unless and until the governing body of the city or county makes an 

express finding that the application of those regulations within the 

city or county is reasonably necessary because of local conditions 

and the city or county files a copy of that finding with the 

department. 

   (b) In adopting ordinances or regulations for limited-density 

owner-built rural dwellings, a city or county may make any changes or 



modifications in the requirements contained in Article 8 (commencing 

with Section 74) of Subchapter 1 of Chapter 1 of Title 25 of the 

California Code of Regulations that it determines are reasonably 

necessary because of local conditions, if the city or county files a 

copy of the changes or modifications and the express findings for the 

changes or modifications with the department. No change or 

modification of that type shall become effective or operative for any 

purpose until the finding and the change or modification has been 

filed with the department. 

 

 

 

17958.3.  (a) All residential hotels, as defined by paragraph (1) of 

subdivision (b) of Section 50519, shall provide a locking mail 

receptacle for each residential unit, consistent with the applicable 

standards for apartment housing mail receptacles in the United States 

Postal Service Domestic Mail Manual. Installation and maintenance of 

each mail receptacle shall meet all of the specifications and 

requirements of the United States Postal Service. 

   (b) Notwithstanding the date of construction of the residential 

hotel, each mail receptacle shall comply with the requirements of the 

Fair Housing Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 3601). 

   (c) Notwithstanding Sections 17922, 17958, and 17958.5, a city, 

county, or city and county may enact and enforce ordinances which 

provide greater protections, additional standards, and increased 

remedies with respect to the provision of a locking mail receptacle 

for each residential unit in a residential hotel. 

   (d) This section shall become operative on July 1, 2008. 

 

 

 

17958.4.  (a) Any city, county, or city and county, may, by 

ordinance, establish a date by which all residential real property 

with security window bars on bedroom windows shall meet current state 

and local requirements for safety release mechanisms on security 

window bars consistent with the applicable standards in the 1995 

edition of the California Building Standards Code, or, for safety 

release mechanisms on security window bars installed on or after 

January 1, 2008, the current edition of the California Building 

Standards Code, and any changes thereto made by the city, county, or 

city and county pursuant to Section 17958. 

   (b) Disclosures of the existence of any safety release mechanism 

on any security window bar shall be made in writing, and may be 

included in existing transactional documents, including, but not 

limited to, a real estate sales contract or receipt for deposit, or a 

transfer disclosure statement pursuant to Section 1102.6 or 1106.6a 

of the Civil Code. 

   (c) Enforcement of an ordinance adopted pursuant to subdivision 

(a) shall not apply as a condition of occupancy or at the time of any 

transfer that is subject to the Documentary Transfer Tax Act, Part 

6.7 (commencing with Section 11901) of the Revenue and Taxation Code. 

 

 

 

17958.5.  Except as provided in Section 17922.6, in adopting the 

ordinances or regulations pursuant to Section 17958, a city or county 

may make those changes or modifications in the requirements 

contained in the provisions published in the California Building 

Standards Code and the other regulations adopted pursuant to Section 

17922, including, but not limited to, green building standards, as it 

determines, pursuant to the provisions of Section 17958.7, are 

reasonably necessary because of local climatic, geological, or 



topographical conditions. 

   For purposes of this section, a city and county may make 

reasonably necessary modifications to the requirements, adopted 

pursuant to Section 17922, including, but not limited to, green 

building standards, contained in the provisions of the code and 

regulations on the basis of local conditions. 

 

 

 

17958.7.  (a) Except as provided in Section 17922.6, the governing 

body of a city or county, before making any modifications or changes 

pursuant to Section 17958.5, shall make an express finding that such 

modifications or changes are reasonably necessary because of local 

climatic, geological or topographical conditions. Such a finding 

shall be available as a public record. A copy of those findings, 

together with the modification or change expressly marked and 

identified to which each finding refers, shall be filed with the 

California Building Standards Commission. No modification or change 

shall become effective or operative for any purpose until the finding 

and the modification or change have been filed with the California 

Building Standards Commission. 

   (b) The California Building Standards Commission may reject a 

modification or change filed by the governing body of a city or 

county if no finding was submitted. 

 

 

 

17958.8.  Local ordinances or regulations governing alterations and 

repair of existing buildings shall permit the replacement, retention, 

and extension of original materials and the use of original methods 

of construction for any building or accessory structure subject to 

this part, including a hotel, lodginghouse, motel, apartment house, 

or dwelling, or portions thereof, as long as the portion of the 

building and structure subject to the replacement, retention, or 

extension of original materials and the use of original methods of 

construction complies with the building code provisions governing 

that portion of the building or accessory structure at the time of 

construction, and the other rules and regulations of the department 

or alternative local standards governing that portion at the time of 

its construction and adopted pursuant to Section 13143.2 and the 

building or accessory structure does not become or continue to be a 

substandard building. 

 

 

 

17958.9.  Local ordinances or regulations governing the moving of 

apartment houses and dwellings shall, after July 1, 1978, permit the 

retention of existing materials and methods of construction so long 

as the apartment house or dwelling complies with the building 

standards for foundation applicable to new construction, and does not 

become or continue to be a substandard building. 

 

 

 

17958.11.  (a) Any city or county may adopt alternative building 

regulations for the conversion of commercial or industrial buildings, 

or portions thereof, to joint living and work quarters. As used in 

this section, "joint living and work quarters" means residential 

occupancy by a family maintaining a common household, or by not more 

than four unrelated persons, of one or more rooms or floors in a 

building originally designed for industrial or commercial occupancy 

which include (1) cooking space and sanitary facilities in 



conformance with local building standards adopted pursuant to Section 

17958 or 17958.5 and (2) adequate working space reserved for, and 

regularly used by, one or more persons residing therein. 

   The alternative building regulations adopted pursuant to this 

section shall be applicable in those geographic areas specifically 

designated for such occupancy, or as expressly permitted by a 

redevelopment plan with respect to a redevelopment project area. The 

alternative building regulations need not impose the same 

requirements as regulations adopted pursuant to Section 17922, except 

as otherwise provided in this section, but in permitting repairs, 

alterations, and additions necessary to accommodate joint living and 

work quarters, the alternative building regulations shall impose such 

requirements as will, in the determination of the local governing 

body, protect the public health, safety, and welfare. 

   (b) The Legislature hereby finds and declares that a substantial 

number of manufacturing and commercial buildings in urban areas have 

lost manufacturing and commercial tenants to more modern 

manufacturing and commercial premises, and that the untenanted 

portions of such buildings constitute a potential resource capable, 

when appropriately altered, of accommodating joint living and work 

quarters which would be physically and economically suitable 

particularly for use by artists, artisans, and similarly-situated 

individuals. The Legislature further finds that the public will 

benefit by making such buildings available for joint living and work 

quarters for artists, artisans, and similarly-situated individuals 

because (1) conversion of space to joint living and work quarters 

provides a new use for such buildings contributing to the 

revitalization of central city areas, (2) such conversion results in 

building improvements and rehabilitation, and (3) the cultural life 

of cities and of the state as a whole is enhanced by the residence in 

such cities of large numbers of persons regularly engaged in the 

arts. 

   (c) The Legislature further finds and declares that (1) persons 

regularly engaged in the arts require larger amounts of space for the 

pursuit of their artistic endeavors and for the storage of materials 

therefor, and of the products thereof, than are regularly found in 

dwellings, (2) the financial remunerations to be obtained from a 

career in the arts are generally small, (3) persons regularly engaged 

in the arts generally find it financially difficult to maintain 

quarters for their artistic endeavors separate and apart from their 

places of residence, (4) high property values and resulting rental 

costs make it particularly difficult for persons regularly engaged in 

the arts to obtain the use of the amount of space required for their 

work, and (5) the residential use of such space is accessory to the 

primary use of such space as a place of work. 

   It is the intent of the Legislature that local governments have 

discretion to define geographic areas which may be utilized for joint 

living and work quarters and to establish standards for such 

occupancy, consistent with the needs and conditions peculiar to the 

local environment. The Legislature recognizes that building code 

regulations applicable to residential housing may have to be relaxed 

to provide joint living and work quarters in buildings previously 

used for commercial or industrial purposes. 

 

 


