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CALIFORNIA CODES 

HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE 

SECTION 

 

17953.  Each city, county, and city and county shall enact an 

ordinance which requires a preliminary soil report, prepared by a 

civil engineer who is registered by the state, based upon adequate 

test borings or excavations, of every subdivision, where a tentative 

and final map is required pursuant to Section 66426 of the Government 

Code. 

   The preliminary soil report may be waived if the building 

department of the city, county or city and county, or other 

enforcement agency charged with the administration and enforcement of 

the provisions of this part, shall determine that, due to the 

knowledge such department has as to the soil qualities of the soil of 

the subdivision or lot, no preliminary analysis is necessary. 

 

17954.  If the preliminary soil report indicates the presence of 

critically expansive soils or other soil problems which, if not 

corrected, would lead to structural defects, such ordinance shall 

require a soil investigation of each lot in the subdivision. 

   The soil investigation shall be prepared by a civil engineer who 

is registered in this state.  It shall recommend corrective action 

which is likely to prevent structural damage to each dwelling 

proposed to be constructed on the expansive soil. 

 

17955.  The building department of each city, county, or city and 

county, or other enforcement agency charged with the administration 

and enforcement of the provisions of this part, shall approve the 

soil investigation if it determines that the recommended action is 

likely to prevent structural damage to each dwelling to be 

constructed.  As a condition to the building permit, the ordinance 

shall require that the approved recommended action be incorporated in 

the construction of each dwelling.  Appeal from such determination 

shall be to the local appeals board. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

ALSO NOTE HSC 17956 - SHIELDED FROM LIABILITY 

 



17956.  A city, county, or city and county or other enforcement 

agency charged with the administration and enforcement of the 

provisions of this part, is not liable for any injury which arises 

out of any act or omission of the city, county or city and county, or 

other enforcement agency, or a public employee or any other person 

under Section 17953, 17954, or 17955. 

 

 


